CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee

Approved Minutes

Monday, January 11, 2010






11:00 AM- 12:30 PM

4187 Smith Laboratory

ATTENDEES: Bitters, Breitenberger, Cohen, Daniels, Fredal, Mumy, Vankeerbergen  

AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes from 12/11/09 
Mumy, Bitters, unanimously approved
2. Proposal for Revision of the Public Affairs Journalism Major in the School of Communication 

· This is a very large major.
· Q: Are they going back for accreditation. A: Not sure.

· Feedback given by SBS working group: The revisers of the major reduced the number of foundation courses; moved these to other places. Stat 135 or 145 is no longer a prereq. The only problem with that is: you can go through program with no stat course (other than the GEC requirement). In response to that, the revisers of the major added Stat as a prerequisite to 3 of the research methods courses. Other changes: writing courses have been brought up-to-date (more emphasis on multi-media; not only old-style print media).
· Comm 422: “News Media Presentation”: Though course title has changed, the syllabus content does not really reflect that change. This comment actually could apply to several of the other Communication courses currently being reviewed: i.e., Comm 421 and Comm 621—though the latter one seemed a little better.

· From advising point of view, curriculum plan looks fine.
· Appendix A: Curricular Requirements
· External minor: “Life Sciences” minor no longer offered by Arts and Sciences (unless a student started and declared the minor before Spring 08 when it was done away with). It is suggested this information be removed from the “current” column.
· None of the science minors are listed. However, students may petition to take a relevant minor in another area.

· Suggest adding “Capital Program” as a minor.
· Assessment: 

· In general, what should an assessment plan look like (direct v. indirect measures; is there a particular point in semester when it is preferable to conduct assessment)? ASC has no “check list” to go by. In this major, they rely mostly on indirect measures but will consider direct measures in the future--if necessary. 
· This is a unit in ASC that should be commended for regularly surveying its alumni. 
· The question of assessing the core goals does not seem to be addressed. However, idea of surveying alumni is commendable.
· Direct measures of student learning could easily work in the context of this major: e.g., portfolio of student work with new technologies (indicating how many students have used new media). However, it is true that such measures would probably yield information identical to the information obtained through indirect measures. Suggestion: complement surveys with more direct measurements (would be useful for discussion at CAA).

Bitters, Daniels, unanimously approved (suggestions indicated in bold above)
